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Me Tn ovyxpnpatodotnon tou Mpoypdupatog LIFE
ng Evpwraikrg Evwong

Me Tn ovyxpnupatodotnon tou Mpdowvou Tapeiov

Mpotelvopevn BLBALOypapLki avapopd:

=npouxakng, . (eruy.) 2021. EBvikO Xx€610 Apdong yla Tpia mMTwpatopdya €idn opviBonavidag
(yomeg): Funagto (Gypaetus barbatus), Opvio (Gyps fulvus), Mavpoyura (Aegypius monachus). Epyo
LIFE-IP 4 NATURA: OAokAnpwuEveg dpacelg yla tn datrpnon Kat diaxeiplon Twy MEPLOXWY TOL
dikTUoL Natura 2000, Twv €6WY, TWV OLKOTOTWY, KAl TWV OLKOOLUOTNHATWY oTnv EAAAda (LIFE16
IPE/GR/000002). Mapadoteo Apdaong A.1. EAAnvikr) OpviBoAoyikn Etaipeia, ABrva, 84 oel. & V
Mapaptipata. TeAlkn €kdoon.

Suggested citation:

Xirouchakis, S. (rev.) 2021. National Action Plan for three vulture species: Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus
barbatus), Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus), Cinereous Vulture (Aegypius monachus). LIFE-IP 4 NATURA
Project: Integrated actions for the conservation and management of Natura 2000 sites, species,
habitats and ecosystems in Greece (LIFE16 IPE/GR/000002). Deliverable Action A.1. Hellenic
Ornithological Society, Athens, 84 pp. & V Annexes. Final version.
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MNEPIAHWH

Y710 mAaiolo TG Apdong A.1 Ttou €pyou LIFE-IP 4 NATURA «ONokANpwUEVEG pAOELS yia TN
dlatrpnon kat diaxeiplon Twy Meploxwyv Tou diktvouv Natura 2000, Twv £L6WY, TWV OLKOTOTIWY Kal
TWV OlKOoLOTNHATWY otnv EAAAda» ekmovouvtal 12 Ix€dla Apdong yla OlKOTOTOUG Kat €idn
KOLVOTLKOU EVOLAYEPOVTOG TWV OTOLWY N Katdotaon Slatripnong KPLveTAL Pn LKAVOTIOLNTLKN Kal
anattel taxeia BeAtiwon. Ocov agopd tnv opviBomavida, emAEXOnke pia opdda mMINVwWy Kat
OLYKeEKpLUEVA Tpia €idn Mumwy, o Mavpoyurag (Aegypius monachus), 1o Opvio (Gyps fulvus) kat o
runaetog (Gypaetus barbatus), kabwg kalL Ta Tpia €idn £xouv utootel coBapn peiwon TIg TEAEUTAIEG
dekaetieg otnv EAAAda avapopika pe to peyebog mAnBuopou Kat Tnv e€AmAwor) Toug (avw tou 50
%) Kal xapaktnpidovtal wg «Amethovpeva». O Mumagtog avamnapdyetar povo otnv Kpntn (6-7
Ceuyapla), o Mauvpoyunag povo otn BA EAAAda (25-35 Zeuyapla), evw 1o Opvio amouvotdlel ano
HEYAAEC TEPLOXEG TNG XWPAC Kal €XEL TIEPLOPLOTEL OE TOTIUKOUCG HEHOVWHEVOUCG TIANBUGOHLAKOUG
BuAakeg (Opakn, Kpntn, AttwAoakapvavia, KukAadeg) pe mepinou 350 Zevyapla.

H dpapatikn peiwon Twv mAnBuopwy Twy 3 MNumwy opeiletal katd kOpLo Aiyo otn dgutepoyevn
Bavdtwon Toug amo tn Xpnon dnAnTnelacuEvwy SoAWPATWY TIou cuvnBwe TpoopidovTal yia Ta
KaAovpeva «etiBAapn» capkogdya BnAactikd. H mieon auth eival kat onpgepa umapkTh, Kal o€
ouvduaopo Pe tn Peiwon tng dtabeoiung TPoPng AOYw TNG KAPYNG TnG VOUadLkng KTnvotpowiag,
aAAG KL AAAWV TIapayovTwy Tou TPoKaAoLy BvnoludtnTa (PooKPoUCELG O€ TIVAWVEG Kal KaAwdia
PeLUATOG KAl AVEUOYEVVITPLEG TIOU €yKadlotavial o€ KPIoWES yla Ta €ibn auta TEPLOYEQ)
Tieplopidouv TIg duvaTOTNTES AVAKAUYNG TWV TIANOUGHWV.

0 lNumaetog, To Opvio Kat o Mauvpoyunag anoteholyv idn MpoTepaldTNTAC Yia TNV EvpwTaikni
‘Evwon (nepthappavovtal oto Mapdptnua | Tng 0dnyiag 2009/147/EK «ywa Ta MouAld») Kat wg ek
TOUTOU €XouV LAoTolNBei yla avtd ta 2 €idn mpoypdupata dlatnpnong mou £xouv anodwaoel BeTIKA
anoTeAEoUATA KaL £XOUV TIETUXEL TNV AVACGXEDN TNG MTWTLKAG ANBUOPLAKNC TTopEiag TIG TEAEVTAIES
2 dekaeTieg. TKOMOG TOu TIApoOvTog XXediou Apaong (ZA) sival yeoa amo £va mMAEyua dpdacewy Kalt
Beoplkwy PETPWY va apxioel n va dtatnpnei n dtapalvopevn avtioTpoPn TNG APVNTIKAG TACNG
(Touhdxiotov og eminedo €ktaong e€aniwong) Kat oto T€Nog TG e€astiag (SldoTnua epappoyng
TOU XA) va €xel eTUTEUXBEL N MEPALTEPW - £0TW KAl PIKPR — abEnon otoug TANBUCHOUG Kal TNV
€ktaon e€anlwong Twv 3 eldwv.

OL KUpLEG eVEPYELEG TIOL TIEPLAQUBAVEL TO TTaPOV TA OTOXEVOLY 0TN BeATiWoN TN YvWwong yla
TNV avamapaywyrn Twv Mumwv Kal TIC EMOXLKEG METAKLWVACELG TOUG Yld TPOPoAnyia, Tnv
QVTIHETWTILON KAl PETPLAOUO TWV ETUMTWOEWY aAMO TIG ONUAVTIKOTEPES TUECELC/ATELAEG TIOU
avTieTWTiCouy (avTLUETWILON XPRong dnAntnplacuevwy SoAWPATWY, TEPLOPLONOG BvnoLuoTNTAG
o€ LTIOOOUEG NAEKTPLKNG EVEPYELAG Kal and AAAeG altieg), urtofondnon otnv mapoxn TPoPng (TL.x.
KATAOKELN TAIOTPWY) Kal evioxuon Twv TMANBLOHWY Ue EMAVEVTAEN — €LOaywyr VEWV ATOpwyY. Me
TNV 0OAOKANpwon Tou Zxediov Apdong, EKTOG Ao TA avapevoUEVa BETIKA amoTEAESUATA, AvayEveTal
EMIONG va TIPOKUYEL ONPAVTIKOG aplBUOG TAPATMAELPWY WEEAELWY yla TNV dypta wn (X
METPLAOPOG TNG XPNONG KAl ETUMTWOEWV OdnAnTnplacuévwy  doAwpdatwy, BeAtiwon 1ng
XWPOoBETNONG AVAMTUELAKWY £PYWV Kal JELWON TWV ETUMTWOEWY TOUC) Kal EVpLTEPA TNV Kovwvia
(m.x. evioxuon TNG KINVOTPOPLKNG Opactnplotntag, avdadelfn mMePLOXWV WG OLKOTOUPLOTIKOL
TipoopLopol, BEATIWON EQAPHOYNAG PUBHPLOTLIKWY SLOLKNTLIKWY KAVOVIOUWY Kdal VOHOBESDiag).
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SUMMARY

Twelve Action Plans (AP) for habitats and species of Community interest with unfavorable
conservation status are being currently developed in the framework of Action A.1 of the LIFE-IP 4
NATURA “Integrated actions for the conservation and management of Natura 2000 sites, species,
habitats and ecosystems in Greece”. As regards avifauna, a Multi-species Action Plan (MsAP) is
elaborated, referring to a small group of birds, namely three vulture species: the Cinereous vulture
(Aegypius monachus), the Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus) and the Bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus).
All three species have undergone a severe decline in Greece during the last decades both in terms of
population size and of range (over 50%) and are considered threatened at a national level (Cinereous
vulture: Endangered; Griffon vulture: Vulnerable - although populations in continental Greece and
Cyclades are considered Critically Endangered; Bearded vulture: Critically Endangered). Presently, the
Bearded vulture breeds only in Crete (6-7 pairs), the Cinereous vulture only in NE Greece (25-35 pairs),
while the Griffon vulture is absent from large regions of the country (e.g. Peloponnese) and is confined
to local clusters (Thrace, Crete, Aetoloakarnania, Cyclades) equaling approximately 350 pairs in total.

The dramatic population decrease of these three vulture species is mainly attributed to secondary
poisoning usually due to human-wildlife conflict. Population recovery is severely hindered not only by
the intensity of this illegal practice but also by the decrease in food availability due to the decline of
Extensive livestock farming husbandry and other factors causing mortality such as electrocution and
collision with power lines and wind turbines installed in areas critical for these species.

The Cinereous vulture and the Bearded vulture are priority species for the European Union
(included in Annex | of the Birds Directive) and therefore a number of conservation projects have been
implemented in the last two decades for these two species. These projects have been relatively
successful and have achieved to halt the population decline. The aim of the present Multi-species
Action Plan (MsAP) is, through a grid of actions and institutional measures, to set the conditions to
reverse the negative trend and achieve an increase — even if a small one - in population size and range
by the end of the forthcoming 6-year period (MsAP duration of implementation).

The main actions foreseen in the present AP aim to improve the level of knowledge regarding
vultures’ breeding ecology and seasonal movements, to manage and mitigate the impacts caused by
the main pressures/threats (addressing the illegal use of poison baits, reducing mortality due to
electrocution and collision or any other reasons), to increase food availability (e.g. through the
construction and operation of supplementary feeding sites) and to carry out population reinforcement.
The full implementation of the AP is expected to bring positive results not only for the three vulture
species targeted, but also for other wildlife species (e.g. through the reduction of poisoned baits use,
the correct infrastructure spatial planning and improved impact mitigation) and society in general (e.g.
support for extensive husbandry, promotion of certain areas as ecotourism destinations, improvement
in the application of administrative regulations and legislation).
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