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MEPIAHWH

O1 Bahdooleg xeAwveg eival epTTeTd TTpocapuocuéva otn {wr o1o BaAdoaio TrepIBAAAov.
AilaBiolv oe TTOAAOUG TUTTOUG OIKOTOTTWY OTnV &nped kai tn 6dAacca kal PeTavaoTeUouV O€
a1TooTACEIG XIANAOWYV XIAIOPETpWY. 2Tn Meadyelo kai TIG EAANVIKEG BAAaOTEC aTTavTwvTal TPia aTTd
Ta ETITA UTTApYOVTa €idn BaAdooiwv xeAwvwy, n xehAwva Kapéta Caretta caretta, n MNpdoivn
xeAwva A xeAwva Mudag Chelonia mydas, kal n AspuatoxeAwva Dermochelys coriacea. 2tnv
EANGOO utTGpxouv ONnUavTIKA Yepoaia evdlaImipaTra @wAgoTroinong tTng Kapéta, ota oTroia
evromieTal T0 47% OAwv TwWv KATayeypauuévwy QwAiwv TG Meooyeiou. ETriong €xouv
TEKUNPIWOEI onuavTIKa BaAGoOIa EVOIAITAUATA TTOPAKEIUEVA OTIG TTEPIOXESG WOTOKIAG, KABWG Kal
TPOQIKA TTEdia oTOV AUPBPAKIKO KOATTO, To AakwvIKO KOATTO Kai Tn AipvoBdAacoa Meooloyyiou.
H Tlpdocivn xeAwva tTou BpiokeTal o€ TTAEov Oeivr) Béon atmd Tnv Kapéta, QwAeoTToIEl eV o€
XWPESG TNG avaToAikAG Meooyeiou aAG otnv EAAGDO €xel evIOTTIOTEN TPOPIKO TTEDIO VEQPWV
atépwy 010 Aakwviké KOATTo. H AgppaTtoxeAwva dev @wAIdlel otn Meodyelo Kal dev €XEl yWWOTA
TPOPIKA TTEDIA, WOTOTO ATTOTEAEI TAKTIKO KETTIOKETTTN».

MapoAo Tmou n eEamAwon Twv BaAdociwv xeAwvwv oTnv EANGda  Bewpeital
«lkavoTToINTIKA», N KATACTOON TWV TTEPIOXWY WOTOKIAG TOUG KOl N YEVIKA EKTiUnon TG
katdotaong OlatApnong Bewpouvtal «Mn IkavoTroinTIkEG» Kal N yevik Téon diampnong
«Emdeivoupevny» (“Deteriorating”). O1 atrelAég TTOU QVTIMETWTTICOUV uioTavTal o€ OAa Ta oTAdIO
TOU KUKAOU CwnG Toug Kal g€ OAO TO €UPOG TNG €CATTAWONG TOUG KAl CUVOWICovVTal KUPIWG oTnV
UTTORABMION TWV TTEPIOXWYV AVATTAPAYWYNAS KAl 0TNV auénpévn BvnoiyoTtnta otn 86dAacoa egaitiag
TNG TuXaiag Toug OUAANWNG o€ oAIEuTIKG epyaleia. EmmmAéov eTnpeddovral amd 1n BaAdoola
puttavon (TTAACTIKA, HIKPOTTAQOTIKA, TTETPEAQIOKNAIDEG KATT.) KaI TNV TTapoudia Bapéwv JETAAAWY
oTa Bahdooia olkoouoThAPaTd. TEAOG N KAIPATIKA aAAQyr] avapéveTal va €XEl KATTOIOV AvTIKTUTTO
OTOUG TTANBUOPOUG TWV XEAWVWY 0€ GAO TO EUPOG TWV EVOIAITNUATWY TTOU AUTEG XPNOIKMOTTOIoUV
(Baldoaia kai xepoaia).

To mapdv keipevo gival To TTPpwTo ZXE010 Apdong (£.A.) yia TV TTpo0TACIa TWV BAAGCOIWY
xeAwvwyv otnv EAAGSa. Av kai o1 yvwaoelg yia Tn BioAoyia Kal oikoAoyia Twv XEAwWVWY, KaBWG Kal
ol akpIBeig emmTWOoeIG ammd TIG dIAPOPEG ATTEINEG Oev eival TTANPEIG, €ival QPKETEG yIa VO
KaBopioToUv OTOXOI Kal OPACEIS yIa TNV TTPOCTOCIO TwV TTANBUCPWY TOUG TTOU TTPETTEl VO
uAotroinBoulv katd Tnv €§acth didpkela epapuoyng Tou Z.A. MNevikdg otdxog Tou Z.A. gival va
BeATiwOei n kKatdoTaon dATAPNONG TWV XEAWVWV PECW TNG AvAKAUWNS TwWV TTANBUCUWY TOug
otnv EAAGDa kai TNG BeATiwong TNG PIWCINOTNTAS TOUG OTA Xepoaia Kal Baldoaoia evdiaTApaTé
Toug oTnv EAAGBa. AuTd Ba emiTeuxBei PeIvVOVTAG TOV AVTIKTUTTO i €COAEIQPOVTAG ONUAVTIKEG
aTTeINEG KAl TTIECEIG YIA TIG BAAGOOIEG XEADVEG PE KUPIOTEPN TNV Tuxaia CUAANWN o€ aAIEUTIKG
epyaAeia. Eidikoi atéxol Tou Z.A. gival:

(1) H diampnon Twyv avatrapaywylkwyv TTAnBucuwy Tng Caretta caretta ota onuepiva
TouAdxioTov etTiTreda (€101IKA oTn ZakuvBo, To NOTIo KuTtapiooiakd KOATTo Kail To AGKWVIKO
KOATT0) e€ac@alifovtag o1 To duvaTdv TTEPICCOTEPOI VEOOOOi Ba @pTAvouv oTn BAAacoa

(2) 'Epgaon oTig dpdoeig TTpooTaciag oTa evdlauTApaTa oto P€Bupvo Kal Ta Xavid, aAAd kai
o€ AAAEG TTEPIOYEG, WOTE VA AVATPATIEN N TAON PEIWONG TTOU TTAPOUCIAdeTal Ta TEAEUTAIO
Xpovia

(3) Alaxeipion Twv BloToTTWV avatTapaywyng Tng Caretta caretta wote va €Cao@ANOTEN n
BlwoIudTNTA TOUG KAl 0TO PEAAOV



(4) H diaxeipion onPAvTIKWV ATTEIAWV KAl TTIECEWV (ME Eu@acn oTnv aAAnAeTTidpaon Twv
XEAWVWV PE ANIEUTIKA epyaAgia) wWoTe va UTTAPEEI avaoxeon TWV aTTwAEIWY 0Tn BGAacoa.

ATTO 10 Z.A. eTTw@eAOUVTAI KUPIWG o1 TTANBUCo oI TNG Caretta caretta otnv EAAGDQ, woTOC0
o1 dpdaoeig TTou TrepIAaBavovTal wPeAoUV Kal Ta GAAa duo €idn TToU ATTAVTWVTAI OTH XWPA JAG
(Chelonia mydas kair Dermochelys coriacea).

MNa TNV €TTEVEN TWV EIBIKWY OTOXWYV, To Z.A. TTepIAauBavel SPATEIG TTOU KIVOUVTAI O€ £C|
agoveg. O1 dpdoeig avd GEova ouvowifovTal WG £ENG:

Agovag 1. Alatipnon Twv TTANBuopwy Tng Caretta caretta oTa ONUEPIVA TOUAGXIOTOV ETTITTED
QWAEOTTOINONG OTOUG  KUPIOTEPOUG PIOTOTTOUG  AVATTAPAYWYAS TOUG Kal avakapywn Twv
TANBucpwy TTou wotokoUv otnv Kpntn (PéBupvo kai Xavid).

o Alggaywyn TTPOYPOAUPATWY TTaPaKOAOUBNONG Kal evepyou TTPOOTACIAG PWAIWYV
OTIG TTEPIOXEC avaTrapaywyng otn ZakuvBo, tov Kummapiooiokd KoAto, 10
NakwvikG KoOAtmo, 1o P£Bupvo, Ta Xavid kal GAAOUG ONPaVTIKOUG BIOTOTTOUG
avaTTapaywyng

o Anuioupyia Bdong 0edouEVWY KATAYPAP G OTTOPAdIKAG WOTOKIAG avd Tnv EANGDa
Kal OTTou gival duvaTto TTPOOTACIA QWAIWV.

Agovag 2. BeAtiwon tng kardotaong diatipnong Twv BIoTomrwy avatrapaywyng tng Caretta
caretta.

o Ekmévnon, éykpion kai epapuoyn Zxediwv Alaxeipiong yia TIG TTEPIOXES
avatmapaywyns. Ta Zxédia Alaxeipiong 6a ektrovnBouyv oTo TrAaiagio EMNM

e TakTikn emkaipotroinon g KYA 56468 E= 2020 (PEK 2198/B’/5.6.2020), TTOU
Tpotrotrolei TNV KYA 47458 E= 2020 (PEK 1864/B’/15.5.2020),n otroia O£Tel
Kavoviououg oTn XprRon Twyv PIOTOTTWY aAvaTTApPayWYAS Yia OpaocTnpioTnTESG
avayuyxng ME TNV TTPOaORKN SIOIKNTIKWY KUPWOEWYV € TTEPITITWON TTapaBacewy

o Ekmévnon kai epappoyn HEAETNG yia TNV QEPOUCA IKAVOTNTA TWV KUPIOTEPWV
TTEPIOXWV AVATIAPAYWYNG GE apIBud ETTICKETTITWY, ETTITTAWY BaAdooNGg, KATT.

o Exkmévnon kai uhotroinon PeAETWV yia Tn dlaxeipion NG ewTtopuTTavong oOTIG
TTEPIOXEG WOTOKIAG OTOV KOATTO TOUu Aayavd, oAAG Kal o€ GAAEG TTEPIOXEG TNG
EAGdag pe avriotoixa TmpofARuaTa, KoBWG Kal yia TNV TTPooTacia  Kal
atrokardoTtaan Bivwyv otov Kutrapiooiakd kai Aakwvikd KOATTo.

Agovag 3. BeAtiwon ¢ kartdotaong OlOTAPNONG KAl TTPOCTACIOG Twv TTANBUCHWY TwV
BaAdooiwy xeAwvwy ota Baldooia evoiaIriuaTtd Toug.

o Aictaywyy Tpoypauudtwy  otov  AuBpakikd  KOATTo, Aakwvikd  KOATTo,
NipyvoBdAacca MegoAoyyiou yia Tn dopr Kai ouvBeon Twv TTANBucuwyv C. caretta
kai C. mydas Ttou O&iofiouv ekei KaBwWG E€TTionNg Kal Twv ATTEIAWV  TTOU
QVTIMETWTTICOUV

o Ekmévnon kai ulotroinon MeEAETWV pE OPAOEIS yIa TN HEiwon OXANOEWV Twv
XEAWVWYV atrd okdaen avayuyns otov Koo Aayavda ZakuvBou kai atré TaxUuTrAoa
oT1o PéBupuvo

o >xedIaou6G Kal TMAOTIKA €QAPUOYR METPWYV JEIWONG BvNOINOTNTAG TWV XEAWVWV
TTOU TTIAVOVTaI O€ OAIEUTIKG £pyaAEia, KaBwg Kal JETPWY ATTOTPOTIAG TWV TUXAIWV
OUNMNAYEeWV



MeAETN Kal TTIAOTIKF) €QAPMOYA QVTICTOBUIOTIKWY METPWY OTOUG QAIEIC yIa
aTTOKATACTOON CNUIWV TTOU TTPOKOAOUVTAI OTA €PYOAEID TOUG I OIKOVOMIKWY
KIVATPWV yIia peEiwon TG BvnoiudtnTag Twv XEAWVWV TTou TTIAvovTal GToV
ApBpakikd KoATro, To Aakwviké KOATTo, To PEBupvo kai To HpdkAgio
XapTtoypdenon, €kmTévnon MEAETNG Kal UAoTToinon &pdcewv TTPOOTACIOG TwV
MBadiwv Posidonia oceanica kal Cymodosea nodosa 010 Aakwvikd KOATTO
KaBapiopog TTeploxwy avatrapaywyns atrd eykaTaAeigpéva ahIEUTIKA epyaAcgia
Evioxuon Aeimroupyiag Tou EBvikwg Zuvtoviopévou AikTiou MapakoAoluBnong Twv
ekBpaopwyv €dWv Baldoolag Travidag, Tou EBvikou Aiktiou Aldocwong Kai
MepiBoAwng OaAdooiwv XeAwvwv Kal €BelovTtikwy dpdoewv atmdé MKO,
MavemoTApia kal EpeuvnTikd KévTpa,KaBwg Kal KEVTpwyv TTEPiBaAyng BaAdooiwv
XEAWVWV

EmékTaon mpooTateuduevwy TTEPIOXWY oTn BAAacoa e evoiaitiuaTa 6aAdooiwv
XEAWVWV

Ekmrévnon oxediou yia TNV QvTIUETWTTION EKTAKTWY TTEPIOTATIKWY (HAlIKES
eKBaAaoowaoelg, puTTavon aTrd TTETPEAAIOKNAIDES, KATT.).

Agovag 4. AicEaywyn €TMCTNPOVIKAG £€PEUVAG YIQ TNV ATTOKTNOT, EUMTTAOUTICNO yvWwong yia TNV
olkoAoyia, TIG TTIETEIG KAl TIG OTTEINEG OTO €idOG.

MapakoAoUBNon XPACIMWY AVOTTAPOYWYIKWY TTAPAUETPWY  OTIC  TTEPIOXEG
woToKiag, TOapPAAANAa  pe TNV €TACIO  KATAYPOP TNG AVATTAOPAYWYIKAG
OpacTNPIOTNTAG KAl TNV evePYO TTpooTacia wAiwy (BA. ASova 1)

eveTIKh €peuva yia Tn doun kal ouvBeon Twv TTANBUGUWY oTa dIATPOPIKA TTEdia
Tou ApBpakikod KoATTou, Tou AakwvikoU KoAtrou, AipvoBdalacoag MeooAoyyiou

EvTommopog vEwy evOIAITNUATWY TwV XeAwvwy aTn BdAacaa (TTepioxES dIaTpoPng,
dlaxeipaong, KAT.)

MeAETn TOU QvTIKTUTTOU Q1m0 TRV KAIMATIK oAAQyf OTNV  avattapaywyikr)
OUUTTEPIPOPA TwV BAAACTIWY XEAWVWV

MeAETN TOU QVTIKTUTTOU TWV PUTTWV OTOUG TTANBUCUOUG TwV BOAGCCOIWY XEAWVWV
MeAETN Kal EKTIMNON TWV CUVETTEIWV TNG Tuxaiag ocUAANWNG Twv BaAdooiwv
XeAWvVWV o€ aNeuTIKG epyaleia. EkTipnon aueong, €UPEONG KOl EOKEPHEVNG
BvnoiyoTnTag. Algpedivnon Twv AITiwv TG BvNoINOTNTAG KOl voonpoTnTag Twv
XEAWVWV.

Emavagiohdynon tng avatmmapaywyikig dpacTnpidTnTag oTNV EAANVIKN ETTIKPATEI
(Rapid Assessment).

Agovag 5. EktTaideuon, euaioBnToTToinon Kal evOUVAUWON TWV EPTTAEKOUEVWV QOPEWY KAl TOU
KOIVWVIKOU I0TOU OTNV TTPOCTACIO TwV BAAGCTIWY XEAWVWV.

Apdoeig euaiobnroTroinong TTPog TTAPAKTIOUG OAIEIG PJE OKOTTO Tn MeEiwon Tng
«nBeAnuévng» BvnoiudtnTag i TPokANong BAGBRNG TTou TTapartnpeital YETG T
OUANNYN o€ aMIEUTIKG epyaleia

Exktraideuon oAhéwv KAl GAAWV OXETIKWV EUTTAEKOPEVWV QPOPEWV YIO TOUG
evoedelyEVOUG TPOTTOUG OTTEAEUBEPWONG XEAWVWYV PETA aTTd €UTTAOKA TOUG OTA
OAIEUTIKA epYaAEia

EkTTaideuon AIJEVIKWV apXWV wg TTPOG TNV €QAPUOYN TNG EYKUKAIOU yia TIG
TTEPITITWOEIG AVAPOPAG VEKPWYV 1] TPAUPATIOPEVWY XEAWVWV



AleEaywyn oepIvapiwy yia evepyous TTONTEG TTOU evBIAQEPOVTAI VO CUNPETACXOUV
oTo EBvikd AikTuo Aldowong OaAdooiwv XeAwvwy

AleEaywyn oepivapiwv oToug epyalOuevous OTOV TOUPIOTIKO TOPEQ OTIG TTEPIOXES
avaTTapaywyngs Twv BaAdooiwy XeAwvwy

ExTTaideuon TOTTIKWY apXWV Yia TNV CWwOTA AvTIMETWTTION TTapaBdoewy oToug
BloTé1TOUG AvVaTTApaAYWYAG.

Agovag 6. Zuvtovioudg EQapUOYNG Tou BETUIKOU TTAQICIOU yIa TNV TTPOCTACIA TWV XEAWVWYV Kal
n evioxuon oTpatnyikKwy SIKTUWONG apuOdIwY QOPEWV YIA TNV TIPOCTACIA TOUG OE ECOYEIAKO

eTTiTred0.

EmokdTTNon uttdpxovTog BeouikoU TTAQITIoU yia TNV TTpooTadia Twv BaAdCCIwY
XEAWVWY PE OTOXO TNV KAAUWN KEVWY TTOU ugioTavTal

MpowBnaon SIoKPATIKWY CUUPWVIWY YIa PETPO TTOU TTPOCTATEUOUV TIG BAAACTIESG
XEAWVEG EKTOG TWV EBVIKWYV XWPIKWV UBATWY, OE TTEPIOXEG TTOU aTTOTEAOUV TTEdIA
OIaTPOYPNG, OIaXEINAONG, KATT.

AleEaywyn di1eBvoug ouvedpiou yia TNV avtaAlayr] TEXvVOyvwaoiag aTtn PEAETN Kal
TTPOCTACIA TWV BAAACTIWY XEAWVWV.

To Z.A. yia TIG BaAdoOIEG XEAMDVEG €XEl BETH dIAPKEIQ Kal TIPORAETTEI YIO HECOTTPOBETHN
agloAdynon PeTd 10 3° £€10¢ UAOTTOINONG Kal Pia TEAIKA agloAdynon We TNV oAOKARPWON TOU OTO
TEAOG TOU 6° €TOUG.



Executive Summary

Sea turtles are reptiles adapted to life in the marine environment. Throughout their lifetime,
they utilize diverse marine and terrestrial habitat types and undergo migrations spanning
thousands of kilometers. Of the seven species of extant turtle species, three are encountered in
the Mediterranean and in Greek waters: the loggerhead (Caretta caretta), the green (Chelonia
mydas) and the leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea). Greece hosts important nesting habitats
for loggerhead turtles where 47% of the total recorded nesting effort in the Mediterranean is
documented. Furthermore, significant habitats for loggerheads have been identified in the marine
areas adjacent to the nesting beaches, while Amvrakikos Gulf, Lakonikos Bay and Mesologgi
Lagoon have been found to host feeding/overwintering habitats. Green turtles, whose population
status is more dire than that of loggerheads, nest mainly along the coasts of the Eastern
Mediterranean. However it has been found that Lakonikos Bay in Greece hosts a developmental
habitat for juveniles. Leatherback turtles do not nest in the Mediterranean, nor are there any
known feeding areas in the region, however they are frequent “visitors”.

Although the range for loggerhead turtles in Greece is classified as “Favourable” due to
the number of nesting sites available and presence in Greek waters, the general condition of
these nesting habitats and the conservation status for the species have been assessed as
“Unfavourable”, while the overall trend in conservation status is “Deteriorating”. Sea turtles face
threats and pressures throughout their range and during all stages of their life cycle. There is
degradation of their nesting habitats and increased mortality at sea as a result of their incidental
capture in fishing gear. They are also impacted by marine pollution (marine debris including
plastics and microplastics, oil spills, etc) and the presence of heavy metals in marine ecosystems.
Finally, climate change is projected to impact sea turtle populations at all marine and terrestrial
habitat types they utilized throughout their range.

This is the first Action Plan for the protection of sea turtles in Greece. Although there are
several knowledge gaps on sea turtle biology and ecology, and the impact of threats and
pressures on turtle populations is not definitively quantified, there is enough information available
to be able to determine goals and objectives and identify activities necessary during the six-year
implementation of this Action Plan to ensure the long term conservation for sea turtle populations
in Greece. Therefore, the principal goal of the Action Plan is to improve the overall conservation
status of sea turtles through the recovery of their populations in Greece and the improved
condition of their marine and terrestrial habitats in Greece. The Action Plan has four main
objectives:

(1) The conservation of the breeding populations of Caretta caretta at least at present levels
(especially on Zakynthos, Southern Kyparissia Bay and Lakonikos Bay) ensuring that as
many hatchlings as possible are recruited to the population every year.

(2) Emphasis on conservation activities at the nesting habitats of Rethymno and Chania on
Crete, but also in other areas, so as to reverse the observed decline in nest numbers in
recent years.

(3) Management of all breeding habitats for Caretta caretta to ensure their viability in the
future.



(4) Mitigating or eliminating important threats and pressures to sea turtle populations (with
emphasis on the interactions with fisheries) so as to eliminate loss of individuals at sea.

The Action Plan primarily targets the conservation of Caretta caretta in Greece, however
both other species encountered in the Mediterranean (Chelonia mydas and Dermochelys
coriacea) are expected to benefit from these measures.

To achieve its goals, the Action Plan focuses on six principal action objectives, each of
which includes activities as summarized below:

Action Objective 1. Maintaining the current levels of Caretta caretta nesting activity at all the
main nesting sites in Greece and working towards the recovery of the populations nesting on
Crete (Rethymno and Chania).

Implementation of monitoring and nest protection programs on the sea turtle
nesting sites on Zakynthos, Kyparissia Bay, Lakonikos Bay, Rethymno, Chania
and other important nesting beaches in Greece.

Creation of a national database, recording sporadic sea turtle nesting events and
nest protection measures where possible.

Action Objective 2. Improving the conservation status for all Caretta caretta nesting sites in

Greece.

Preparation, endorsement and implementation of Management Plans for the C.
caretta nesting sites in Greece. Management Plans will be compiled following the
completion of the Special Environmental Studies, currently being prepared for
these areas.

Regular updating of the Joint Ministerial Decision 56468/ 2020 (G.G.
2198/B’/5.6.2020), amending the Joint Ministerial Decision 47458/ 2020 (GG
1864/B’/15.5.2020),related to the leasing of Caretta caretta terrestrial habitats for
recreational purposes. Inclusion of sanctions in case of recorded infringements of
these regulations.

Preparation and implementation of studies on carrying capacities in visitor
numbers, beach furniture etc. on all main nesting sites.

Preparation and implementation of studies to manage light pollution and protect
critical dune habitats at the nesting areas.

Action Objective 3. Improving the conservation status and protection of sea turtle populations
within their marine habitats.

Implementation of monitoring projects at Amvrakikos Gulf, Lakonikos Bay and
Mesologgi Lagoon to assess the structure of the Caretta caretta and Chelonia
mydas populations feeding at these locations as well as the threats present in
those areas.



Preparation of studies and implementation of recommended measures to reduce
harassment of turtles by leisure vessels within Laganas Bay in Zakynthos and
speedboats in Rethymno, Crete.

Preparation and implementation of measures to reduce mortality of turtles as a
result of their incidental capture in fishing gear as well as measures to reduce turtle
captures.

Design and pilot implementation of compensation measures to fishers for damages
caused on their gear by turtles or of financial measures for using techniques
reducing mortality rates at Amvrakikos Gulf, Lakonikos Bay, Rethymno and
Herakleion.

Mapping, preparation of studies and implementation of measures to protect
Posidonia oceanica kai Cymodosea nodosa beds in Lakonikos Bay.

Removal of ghost fishing gears at breeding areas.

Upgrading of the operation of the Nationally Coordinated Monitoring Network of
marine fauna strandings, the National Sea Turtle Rescue Network and actions
from NGOs, Universities and Research centres.

Expansion of current protected sites to include marine habitats of sea turtles.

Support and upgrade of the Sea Turtle Rescue Centre and other facilities in
Greece engaging in rehabilitation of sea turtles.

Compilation of action measures in response to extreme events (e.g. oil spills, mass
stranding events etc.).

Action Objective 4. Conduction of scientific research to improve knowledge regarding the
ecology, pressures and threats for sea turtles.

Monitoring of valuable reproductive parameters to be implemented together with
the annual nest protection activity at all the monitored nesting sites (see Action
Objective 1).

Genetic research on the structure of populations frequenting the feeding habitats
of Amvrakikos Gulf, Lakonikos Bay and Mesologgi Lagoon.

Identification of new marine habitats of sea turtles in Greece (feeding areas,
wintering areas, etc.).

Assessment of the impact of climate change on nesting sites and nesting behavior
of turtles.

Assessment of the impact of marine pollution on sea turtle populations in Greece.

Study and assessment of the impact of the incidental capture of marine turtles in
fishing gear. Assessment of direct, indirect and deliberately inflicted mortality.
Investigation of the causes of mortality and diseases of sea turtles.



Re-evaluation of the overall sea turtle nesting activity in Greece (rapid
assessment).

Action Objective 5. Education, raising of awareness and capacity building among stakeholders
and the communities on the protection of sea turtles.

Implementation of educational activities to small scale fishers aiming to reduce or
eliminate the rate of deliberate mortality or injuries inflicted after capture in fishing
gear.

Training of fishers and other relevant stakeholders on the best methods to release
turtles after capture in fishing gear.

Training of the Coast Guard on the implementation of instructions on how to react
in case of sea turtle stranding reports.

Seminars addressed to concerned citizens interested in participating in the
National Sea Turtle Rescue Network.

Seminars addressed to workers at the tourism sector at the nesting sites.

Training of local authorities on how to handle infringements at the nesting sites.

Action Objective 6. Coordination on the enforcement of the legal framework on sea turtle
protection and the reinforcement of network strategies and activities to ensure protection at
regional level in the Mediterranean.

Assessment of current legal framework aimed at the elimination of legal gaps in
the protection of sea turtles.

Actively seek and implement transnational agreements on measures necessary
for the protection of turtles outside the national waters, with emphasis in areas
identified as significant feeding/wintering areas.

Organization of international conference on research and conservation of marine
turtles.

The National Action Plan for the protection of turtles has a duration of six years and
includes a mid-term (at the end of the third year of implementation) and a final (at the end of the
sixth year of implementation) assessment.





